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The Low Hanging Fruit

e Budget limitations and hectare-based targets incentivise selection of lower

cost/easier sites, which correlate with lower altitudes, easier access and easier
work types — the ‘low hanging fruit’

Minor road

Hill track: Un-surfaced
Hill track: Surfaced

Hill track: Surface not known
Woodland and forest In the Cairngorms National Park we might (simplistically) consider these to be

sites that are:
Below 600m
_ Have existing roads or access tracks nearby
Be mainly drain damming or easier erosion work

The map to the left shows restoration work that meets these criteria. These are

mainly drain damming areas (c 16,500ha), and some erosion (c 4,800ha). These

types overlap so the potential from these areas is ¢ 19,000ha, just c 47% of the
total area we need to restore.

Drained peat

Mask: Ground over 600m
Bl Severe/heavily eroded peat
Eroded peat

Much of this ground is in a productive zone where drainage is valued because of
perceived benefits for grazing, improved grassland productivity for cropping, or
better moorland conditions for game bird activity. Ongoing agricultural use of
this ground contributes to agri-environment grants. Consequently, some
landowners or tenants are reluctant to remediate drainage in these areas
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The reality for peatland restoration in the Park is that ¢ 53% of our work is: Minor road
Hill track: Un-surfaced
Above 600m Hill track: Surfaced

Hill track: Surface not known
Woodland and forest
Bl Severe/heavily eroded peat

Very remote from existing roads or tracks
Often very complex with large and severe erosion features
Affected by high herbivore numbers
Subject to significant weathering effects
Hampered by a very short growing season
Constrained by a short delivery window

Eroded peat

Ground over 600m

The map to the right shows the scale and severity of the degraded areas
which don’t meet the ‘low hanging fruit’ criteria. The majority of this is severe erosion at
high altitude and remote from existing access routes.

These factors have a compounding effect on cost and risk so a key question we need to
answer is: How do we fund work in these areas now, and in the future? CODE Capital
will not favour these areas!

We need to keep working on these sites nhow so we continue to learn how to restore
sites successfully. We currently don’t have all the solutions!

We also need to understand what future climate predictions mean for our work,
are there regions of the Park that cannot be functional blanket bog in the
future, can we make marginal areas more resilient?
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https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/cbb5f5f90fed48e4984d5d5ca39cb464
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